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as agreeable and kind as all the English Eesidents with whom I had had any
intercourse. During our stay at Ajmere, he neglected nothing which would
enable us to carry away a pleasant and lasting remembrance of him. Ajmere
is a town of great antiquity. It was founded in the first century of our era by
the Chohan Aja Pal, whom legends affirm to have been a shepherd. He built
the famous fortress which commands the town; after which he gradually gained
possession of the surrounding country, till he became a powerful sovereign.
From that fact is derived the name of the town, which is called by some "Aja,
Her;' "the Mountain of the Shepherd;" by others "Aji Her" " the Invincible
Mountain.3' We find that in the year 685 one of his descendants, Doula Eae
by name, was killed in the first Mussulman invasion, and his citadel taken.
His brother, however, Manika Eae, drove out the invaders. In the year 1191,
the Sultan Shah al Oudin again took possession of Ajmere; and in I 5 59 Akber
rejoined the province to the empire.

Ajmere is built in a lovely valley. One side of the town lies on the edge
of a magnificent lake, the Ana Sagur, which is several miles in circumference,
and the other rests against the side of a high mountain, on which stands the
fortress of Teraghur. The beauty of its situation, and the excellence of its
climate, soon made it the favourite resort of the Mogul emperors, and the valley
became filled with their palaces and gardens. One of the most beautiful is the
Daolat Bagh, or "Garden of Splendour," which was built in the sixteenth
century by the Emperor Jehanghir, and now serves as the abode of the English
governor. Elegant marble pavilions stand on the very edge of the lake, and
command the incomparable view of the town and the mountains reflected as in
a crystal mirror. The garden itself is of great extent, and full of venerable
trees, beneath whose shade the haughty Jehanghir received the ambassador of an
English sovereign.

The lake, like all those in this part of India, is formed by damming up the
course of a river; and this immense embankment was made by King Ana Deva,
in the eleventh century. Ajmere can boast of two other lakes, of smaller
dimensions, one of which, called Bisila Tal, was made in the ninth century by
King Yisala Deva, and is situated to the east of the town. It contains a little
island covered with ruins, and washes the foot of a lofty pile of rocks, on the
summit of which stands the celebrated hermitage, Khojah Koutub.

The town is surrounded by ramparts, built by the Emperor Jehanghir, which
are carried along the crest of the neighbouring hills on one side, and join the
citadel of Teraghur. Eight large and beautiful gates give access to the interior.
A strong castle, which includes a huge palace and barracks for the garrison,
defends the town on the side towards the plain; but the inconvenient arrange-
ment of these buildings shows that they were destined to be used only in case
of necessity, and even then the perils of a siege would render the elegant pavilions
of the Ana Sagur uninhabitable. In truth, this castle has nothing worthy of
remark except a magnificent gateway, a pointed arch surmounted by turrets and
kiosks, which opens on one of the principal roads.

Ajmere ranks next after Jeypore for possessing the most beautiful bazaars of
any town in Eajpootana, which advantage it owes to the English. They are
fine highways, open, wide, and edged with pavement; the ground floors of the
houses being shops, regular in form, and having their fronts carefully kept and